
belt of willows and osiers, but a path to the
left would bring her to the boathouse, while
the same path to the right crossed another
shooting alley some two hundred yards fartheron.

In the gloaming of that midsummer night
Doris Waverton could see the water shining
like a sheet of burnished silver above the
fringe of willows. She stepped out smartly,
and gave no heed to the bolting of whitetailedrabbits or the rustling of birds, Much
to her relief, she saw no one during that
traverse of the wood. But it did not follow
that because she did not see she was thereforeunseen.
As she turned into the narrow path borderingthe lake a man rose from the wood's

nndererowth. amid which he had crouched
when her dainty figure appeared in the alley.

"Unless I'm losin' me eyesight, that's
Mrs. Waverton," soliloquized the apparition,
who had "hobo" writ large on face and garments."I couldn't see her pretty phiz, bless
her little heart; but I'd swear to her walk
an' style among a thousand. Now, what's
she after? What's she doin' here? The
papers said.but curse the papers: they
mostly tell lies! Joe, me boy, you believe
your own eyes, an' p'raps, if you're lucky,
your ears."
And with that he followed his quarry,

stalking her with a wary skill born of the
woodland and the wild.
CHAPTER IX. Husband and Wife
TV)RIS WAVERTON halted at the edge

of the wood, and gazed wistfully across
the smooth plateau of the park at the Old
World front of the house that Claude Wa

- » / 4i. i i i :n :*L *.
verion s iamer nau ouiu wuii nt-asuic catractedfrom the mountains of Colorado.

Lights were shining dimly in some of the
windows; but the house stood out boldly
from its background of tall trees, and the
girl-wife's eyes filled with tears as she looked
at +he mansion that had witnessed her homecomingas a happy bride, in which her child
was born, and where her dream of wedded
bliss had been converted into a long agony
of utter wretchedness.

All during that pause, in the peace and
solitude of the stately park, a doubt, a misgiving,which had peeped up in her secret
soul at a certain momentous interview in the
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since a letter from her husband came to hand
a few hours ago, grew into a sort of unnervingobsession.
Could the man who had written that letter

have been so utterly vile and contemptible
as her imagination had painted him? Had
she striven, honestly and with single mindedness,to reclaim him when they began to
drift apart? Had she not been too ready to
shrink from him with loathing when he
lurched into her presence and outraged her
delicacy with coarse jibes and crudely hatefulinnuendos?

Poor girl! In the days of expanding maidenhoodshe had regarded marriage as the crown
and desire of life, and it had proved to be
little more than a sordid bondage, a slavery
of convention hard and cruel as the yoke of
servitude in some Arab-ridden village of
mid-Africa. Nevertheless, the influence of
early training was stubborn. It had not
been wholly obliterated even by her tears,
and the sprig of hope and faith that took
root in her heart when she learned that her I
scamp of a husband had saved little Kathleen'slife grew into a vigorous plant with the
reading of the letter sent to her at NarragansettPier.

Studiously moderate and impersonal in
tone, it had warned her against the insidious
arts of John Stratton Tearle. It pretended
to be dictated only by regard for her future
well being; but what woman would fail to
discover in every line a passionate longing
and regret inspired by herself.-' Certainly it
was cold, almost austere, in tone. But there,
again, her woman's heart argued that pride
restrained her husband from revealing his
true intent. For that was the saddest featureof all her suffering. Despite the solemn
pronouncement of the law, she still regarded
Claude Waverton as her husband, and
learle had blundered badly in thinking that
her tortured soul would seek consolation in
a second matrimonial venture, save under
the last and worst indignity of a marriage
between Waverton and Mrs. Delamar.
The letter, it was true, forbade her em-

phatically either to write or to endeavor to
seek an interview with "one who has gone
out of your life forever"; but, beneath a

somewhat frigid manner, poor Doris was essentiallyfeminine and impulsive,.a glowing
little volcano of love and passion coated with
a.i r i _i_ i A t_
ine ice <>i reserve, unci snrouueu, pernaps,
under a thin veil of Puritanism.
And finally there was Kathleen, that engagingmite who would soon be asking why,

if other girls had fathers, she had none!
So, after a dispute with Mrs. Daunt that

approached perilously near a rupture be-
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